QUAKER PARK TENNIS CLUB
ON THE BALL
2019 QPTC FALL NEWSLETTER

FALL GENERAL MEETING
The QPTC Fall General Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on Thursday, October 19, 2019 at the Activity
Haven Senior Centre also known as the Queen Alexandra Community Centre, in room #1.

FALL CLOSING DAY
HELP PLEASE! Come and get your volunteer hours in!
On Saturday, October 19, come and play tennis from 9—11am and then enjoy Rachel’s delicious pancakes
and crepes before getting to work to take down nets, windscreens, lift line tapes, sweep out the clubhouse,
etc.. Bring a pair of work gloves. Many hands make light work!
Court 1 will remain open but not maintained, until weather is no longer suitable for court play.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It’s been a great September, but the bad news is that this is also the start of our shut down for the season.
Although it was a slow and wet start to the tennis season this year, it has been nothing but fantastic once the
rains let up. Aside from the usual tournaments and events, this year we hosted the 2019 +55 District Senior
Games. This has given us some experience for the District and Ontario Games which our club will be hosting
next year. Once again, we encourage all members to take part in this community-based event.
We have several positions on the Board which are coming open as the current members have put in their time
(2-3 years). It’s time for someone else to take over and provide some relief to the current members who are
leaving the position.
Our response to the mandatory volunteer hours has been marginal. We are considering assigning some
volunteer tasks at the beginning of the season as we accept your membership. We welcome your ideas.
Please attend the Fall AGM as important decisions which will affect your 2020 membership will be
discussed and decided on.
Have a great winter wherever you decide to spend it and let’s see everyone back for next season.
All the best….
Forge

MANAGER’S REPORT

"Ummmmm Things Went Well"
I want to thank and name the people that worked with me this season. Janice Longhurst, Sandra Taskovic,
Jared Thomas, Jim Bischoff, Ryan Romig and Robert and Andrew Szilagyi.
Between us we got all the lessons taught, the courts groomed and many puddles mopped up.
Many people gave their time as volunteers. Some for hours and some for minutes. It all helped.
There is great spirit at our tennis club.
Ted Lucas
QPTC Manager

TREASURER’S REPORT
The Club continues to be financially healthy into the 2020 year. Overall revenue has increased by
approximately 6.6% compared to last year. This includes greater fundraising during the year, Provincial Grants
and higher membership fees. Expenses are relatively consistent with last year except for wages and club
maintenance. A storage shed was built to house clay over the wintertime, new court supplies were ordered,
and maintenance work undertaken to replace the water box and repair the drinking fountain. Wages fluctuate
each year based on the weather and demand, and this season we were not as rainy as in previous.
There are other revenues and expenses to be incurred towards the end of 2019, from the Fall Gala, other
fundraising initiatives and a final order of clay. The clay to come will be enough to service the Club in 2020,
and is typically the second largest expense to the club.
The Board has again discussed membership prepayments for the 2020 season. This was put into practice a
few seasons ago and provides cash flow to pay for expenses incurred over the winter months. E-transfers will
now be an option to pay for advanced and regular 2020 membership fees.
Members are always welcome and encouraged to volunteer time and knowledge to assist board members to
improve the quality of our club, to everyone’s benefit.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me by email at treasurer@quakerparktennis.ca.
Marc Rochon

LADIES’ LEAGUE REPORT
The Ladies’ League had another fun-filled year with camaraderie and friendships renewed. We had six new
members join us for a total of 47 members and five social members.
We continued our play days of Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and many women booked courts outside the
league time to enjoy extra games of tennis.
In June the Ladies’ League had a lovely potluck luncheon on a farm outside of Millbrook. We had a great day
for our Red & White Canada Day Round Robin Tournament in early July. Also in July, we had our 2nd annual
Round Robin tournament and bbq with the Mens’ League which is always an enjoyable time. At our second
potluck lunch we had a “Hippie” theme party at a cottage on Deer Bay, where we had plenty of food, a best
costume winner, door prizes, and danced to music from the 60’s and 70’s. In August, many Ladies’ League
members and other club members attended Roger’s Cup, thanks to the wonderful organizational efforts of
Donna McGilvray.
The September closing luncheon was at Elmhirst Resort and we are planning our Christmas luncheon at
Baker’s Hill on Wednesday, December 4th. The extra funds this year will once again be donated at Christmas
time to a charitable organization in Peterborough.
The Ladies’ League members had a fund raising idea this year in order to raise money for our Club. It began
with Jane Bow’s comment that our skills at baking and treasured recipes should be collected and shared. The
cookbook launched in mid-September and will contribute $781.00 to QPT Club. Congratulations on a job
well done ladies! You put the “fun” in fundraising.
Heather Shute and I have enjoyed being co-captains for 2018-19, and would like to thank our fellow
volunteers, who supported our efforts, and gave of their time as well.
We look forward to seeing you all next year.
Sue McKenzie & Heather Shute
QPTC Co-captains

ROGERS CUP

And another great tennis day was enjoyed by all…….all 60 of us. This year we enjoyed watching our fabulous
Ladies at the Rogers Cup on August 6th. We had 56 guests on the coach and 4 who opted to drive to the Aviva
Centre in Toronto. Although the weather (rain) threatened to spoil our day, the rain came down during our
breakfast in the V.I.P. lounge…..and that was it. We saw some great matches and the total cost of the trip was
only $100 per person. The tickets were $ 70 and the coach was $30 ….which included a tip for the driver.
Thanks to our Canadian superstars Bianca Andreescu, Felix Auger-Aliassime, Dennis Shapovalov, Milos
Raonic and many more, we will be enjoying many more years of spectacular tennis.
Thanks to everyone who attended and helped to make this year a huge success.

Donna McGilvray

MEN’S LEAGUE
2019 has been a busy year for the Quaker men's league. We had 49 players, which accounted for
approximately 600 hours of court time. Three time slots each Tuesday and Thursday took us from May
through October in five 5-week sessions. Our scheduling and computer expert, John Curley, factored in skill
levels and experience in formatting league play. We thank Ted for all his work on our behalf.
In between our second and third sessions, we used one of our days for a fun social day of play and lunch with
the Ladies' league. Good fun and good food once again and we hope this becomes an annual event. Our
year-end BBQ was held at the lakeside home of Steve Foden, on Lake Katchewanooka. Thanks to Steve for
hosting us.
We encourage our guys to come out for the club closing to help with nets and windscreens again. And don't
forget the Gala!! As we head our separate ways over the winter we hope you all keep active and healthy.
John Curley, Arthur Herold, Jerry Raper

ACES AND JUNIOR PROGRAMS
The 2019 summer junior camp and after school programs were all full and the weather cooperated to make it a
great summer of tennis. The Saturday morning “Le Petit” tennis went very well again with very positive
feedback from the parents.
Thanks to all instructors who helped with these programs, Ted, Andrew Robert, Jared and Ryan.
A special thanks to Ted who coordinated and organized all these programs with help from the city recreation
department. The Friday night drop in program was a success and continued until the end of August. We will
evaluate this program to make it even better next year.
The Aces team once again competed in the ICTA "All Stars A Division". The team played clubs from Markham,
Pickering and Whitby. The team trained hard from the beginning of May, until the end of July. A big thanks to
team members Patrick, Liam, Quinn, Tyler and Ethan for their dedication.
Special thanks goes out to all of the parents, the club executive and Ted for all of their amazing help and
commitment this year. We would also like to thank our team sponsor, Biosteel for their support and for keeping
the team hydrated! We are looking forward to another good season in 2020!
Andrew Szilagyi, Bill Devitt and Andy Kulik

SOCIAL
The spring launch at Ashburnham Ale House was a great segue to the first night of the Tuesday night Social
and we had a chance to exchange ideas and share stories with fellow club members. The new Thursday night
mixed league was well received with 10 teams to start in our first year and games were very well played!!
A day at the Rogers Cup was top-notch complete with access to VIP lounge and air-conditioned seating. Much
respect and much appreciation to our organizer, Donna McGilvray for making this all happen! Also in August,
thanks to Sue McKenzie, we had our first QPTC dance with a live band. It was a blast for those who attended.
Come join the fun bunch at the QPTC Fall Gala on Saturday, October 5th at All Saints Anglican Church
Hall (see Ted or Sue McKenzie for tickets). Great food, great company, great night out!
Thank you to our members who’ve come and supported our club events by participating and volunteering. The
success of this club couldn’t be possible without you! Volunteers are always needed, so please check the
website for any upcoming event. It’s always a pleasure speaking with the members and guests and I hope
everyone has a great winter. I look forward to seeing you all in the 2020 season!
Rachel Bronson

FUNDRAISING
When I volunteered for the position of fundraising this year, it was because I had a few ideas, which I thought
would be fun and would help to support our Club financially. By focusing on fundraising activities by month
throughout the season, it kept members interested in what was going on.
We had our best ever plant and bake sale during the “Try Tennis Day” in June. This brought out members and
our neighborhood community to the Club. This event was a joint effort on the part of our members, and I hope
it will be repeated again next year.
Our evening dance in August was a first, and it was a wonderful success. The Weber Brother’s music, the
dancing, and food were thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.
The Ladies League began working on a Cookbook in May, as a fundraising idea. “To Serve With Love” was
completed in September, and is now available for sale at $15.00 each. The Ladies League were able to
contribute just under $800 to our Club. Thank you to the ladies for their efforts in providing their recipes, and
thank you to our members for buying the cookbook!
The Gala Dinner is our main fund raising event of the year, and I do hope that the members of QPTC will come
out and support this evening of fun and camaraderie on October 5th. Thank you to everyone who contributed
to our fundraising efforts this year either by working with me or by selling tickets or making food for our events
or contributing silent auction items, and helping with the upcoming Gala Dinner. Your support was so greatly
appreciated.
The position of Fundraising is open for the 2020 season, and I hope that members of our Club will consider
forming a small committee before the spring AGM to take on this necessary role. When there is a team of
people, there are more ideas, and it can be fun working together toward the same goal.
Next year, I will be working on preparations for our upcoming 100th Anniversary, which we will celebrate in
2022. Please join me in forming a working group for this milestone event.
Sue McKenzie
Fundraising Director

TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS’ REPORT

This tennis season we were able to successfully hold four tournaments. We started with the Zoomer’s in June
and the winners were:
A Division Winners: Steve Fodden and Heather Shute
B Division Winners: Bill Skilton and Nancy shoemaker
In July we had a challenging time for the Single’s Tournament, because it decided to rain and there was only a
men’s division. The participants were very cooperative and completed the tournament over the next few
weeks. The winners were:
A Division Winner: Brett Butler
B Division Winner: Marc Rochon
For the Doubles Tournament in August, we had wonderful weather. The winners were:
Ladies Division Winners: Melissa Harvey and Jane Rosborough
Men’s Division Winners: Jim Biscoff and Wayne Eddington.
The last tournament was the Fall Classic held on a glorious day in September. This tournament was divided
into a competitive stream as well as a separate social stream. The winners of each were:
Competitive team Winners: Rachael Bronson and Marc Rochon
Social team Winners were: Madeleine Sands and Dan Ferguson
Without the support of the membership, we could not have had a successful tournament year. We would like to
extend our appreciation out to all the people who came together in organizing, looking after registration, score
keeping, making and providing meals, selling 50/50 tickets, various volunteers, maintenance staff and all of
the participants.
John and Sandra Mekitiak
Tournament Directors

PROPOSED SLATE OF EXECUTIVE’S FOR QPTC FOR 2020

President:

Open for nomination/volunteer

Past President:

Forge Hamu

Vice President:

Selected by Executive from Executive Members

Secretary:

Julie Stark

Treasurer:

Open for nomination/volunteer

Directors:
Fundraising:

Open for Nomination

Junior Program:

Bill Devitt and Andy Kulik

Membership:

Carolyn Condon

Property:

Maxine Heffernan

Publicity:

Open for Nomination

Social:

Rachel Bronson

Tournaments:

John and Sandra Mekitiak

Representatives:
Ladies League:

Open for Nomination

Men’s League:

Andy Kulik

