QUAKER PARK TENNIS CLUB
2022 QPTC SPRING NEWSLETTER

FALL GENERAL MEETING
The fall general meeting will take place on October 13 at 6:30pm at Activity Haven, 180 Barnardo Avenue. This
will be our first in person meeting since Covid began and we look forward to hearing your ideas about
priorities for the club for 2023. Please join us. Click here for the FGM Agenda.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – FORGE HAMU
Well, it’s been a very busy year. Wasn’t it great to have a full season without the COVID restrictions? It was
starting to feel almost normal, and now we are looking at all the indications of our season coming to an end.
We celebrated our 100th anniversary this year and it was a tremendous success. Speakers and special guests
attended our celebration, and the member turnout was excellent. Chris Dummitt put together a history of
tennis in Peterborough and had the document published with the help of the Peterborough Historical Society.
All adult members were provided with a copy of the book at no charge. If you didn’t get a copy, please ask Ted
the next time you are down at the club.
We also held both the OSGA +55 district games and the provincial games, with our club securing several gold
medals, which will provide the winners with the opportunity to play for Ontario in the National OSGA +55
games in 2024.
Events and tournaments were held throughout the year with good attendance from our members. For those
of you who missed the fall BBQ, it was a big success with lots of fun tennis being played. A huge thank you to
Juliet Sutcliffe and Chris Dummitt and family for organizing this event, scheduling games, preparing all the
food. Thanks also to Rachel, Julie, and Chris Cordy for help with the BBQ and organizing the raffle.
All said, it has been a great year of tennis and we are saddened to see the 2022 season slowing fading away,
but look forward to the 2023. Please note that we are planning an in-person Fall GM. We urge you to attend
as a number of items will be discussed. The Board is also looking for new recruits to positions. If you are new
to the club and want to get involved, please consider taking on an assistant role to a director with a view of
taking on the role in the future.
We hear reports that not everyone receives the club emails. We are currently using Mailchimp, which presents
difficulties with re-adding members. If you know of someone not receiving club emails, please ask them to
contact the membership director at president@quakerparktennis.ca
Please scroll down to the bottom of the newsletter for a link to a survey by the City of Peterborough regarding
tennis court provision.
Forge

BOARD VACANCIES
Your club needs you! There are many vacancies on the Executive for the 2023 season as some board members
have volunteered their time for a few years and it now time to pass the baton. Please seriously consider
volunteering. Job-sharing is encouraged and current members are happy to help those willing to take on these
roles. The Executive usually meets once per month. This club cannot run without volunteers helping on the
board.
PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SLATE FOR 2023 SEASON
Open positions include:
President:
Past President:

John Marsh (NEW volunteer)
Current President Forge Hamu fills this position once new President is in place

Vice President:

Selected by Executive from Executive Members

Secretary:

Julie Stark

Treasurer:

Open for nomination/volunteer

Directors:
Fundraising:
Junior Program:
Membership:
Property:
Publicity:
Social:
Tournaments:

Open for nomination/volunteers teams welcome
Bill Devitt and Chris Dummitt (NEW volunteer)
Heather Shute (NEW volunteer)
Open for nomination/volunteer
Social media – Open for nomination/volunteer
Newsletters – Juliet Sutcliffe
Rachel Bronson
Rachel Bronson

Representatives:
Ladies League:
Open for nomination/volunteer
Men’s League:
Andy Kulik/John Curley/Art Herold
Competitve Wednesday evening league: Patrick Henry
CLOSING DAY
The official closing day for the season is Saturday, October 15/2022 (rain date Sunday, October 16/22). As per
previous years, we will leave two courts available for booking until the weather and court conditions are such
that they must be closed. Booking will be required on the remaining courts and the decision on closing those
courts will simply be posted on the booking site. Start time for those courts will be 9:00am.
PLEASE HELP! On Saturday October 15th, regular play will be allowed on the courts until noon. Many hands
make light work. Last year we were able to close the club within an hour and a half. The closing duties will
start at 1 pm. Bring a pair of work gloves with you.

PROPERTY – MAXINE HEFFERNAN
1. Property expenses for the 2022 season were in line with 2021.
2. We had great success, with help from club members, upgrading the exterior of the clubhouse for the 100th
anniversary celebrations.
3. A water filling machine has been purchased for inside the club.
4. Railings were installed along the steps to court 3.
5. The club is looking for about 10 clean used towels—not too thick.

MEMBERSHIP – LILLIAN HORN
As membership fees are the largest source of revenue for QPTC, many on the Executive hope that the
numbers will be high; however, as a greater number of players creates more competition in court booking, it is
a fine balance. This season there was a total of 282 members. A table will be provided at the Fall General
Meeting with the breakdown by membership type and comparisons with the 2021 results. There were 60 new
members, that is people who have not joined the club in any past season and also many returning members
who we have not seen for a number of seasons. Perhaps this was due to the extra publicity around QPTC’s
100th anniversary or a general need to get out and have some fun with others after the Covid restrictions.
Long-time member Larry Huskison died in August. He was not a member this season but is missed by his
playing companions. Maruja Boudry, also a long-time member at QPTC, is relocating to Montreal. We wish her
well!
Another long time member, Hal Briggs had to retire from his Executive duties and from playing due to health
issues. Hal has a long history of volunteering with the club including having had a turn as club President. Up
until this summer Hal would help the Executive however and whenever he could. We are deeply grateful for
his contribution.
Members are thanked for their co-operation with on-line registration and full participation in the submission
of emergency contact phone numbers. These were both initiated this season to better serve the needs of
members.
At the last Executive meeting, it was decided that an Early Bird membership would not be offered for the
upcoming season. The 2023 membership categories and fee structure will be determined soon, so anyone
wishing to offer suggestions is asked to do it during the fall.
Congratulations to Jim Wasson, who won the 2023 membership raffle.
Thanks to all at QPTC who offered support as I carried out the Membership Director’s role. My resignation is
effective at the end of the year and my appreciation goes out to all on the Executive and the other volunteers
who contribute in so many ways to make QPTC such a healthy experience.

MANAGER’S REPORT – TED LUCAS
My take on the 2022 season... Much more relaxed than the previous two. Therefore, a roaring success!
I'd like to thank my fantastic staff but I can't seem to remember their names. I also had great support from our
QPTC Executive.
Our junior program was very busy from May to September. Lots of kids and lots of junior lessons. Plus we had
a bumper crop of new adult members. This included many people who were new to tennis and many who
were returning to the game.
Okay! Their names just came to me. Jared, Robert, and Andrew are my long-suffering staff. Their ability to
tolerate me is a true superpower. The club could not run without them. Finn has also been volunteering and
has become super helpful. I hope he will continue to be a real asset to the club.
I hope to see you, and them, next season.
TREASURER’S REPORT – CHRIS CORDY
The Club is financially healthy exiting the 2022 season. 2022 to date has seen an increase in income due to
increased membership revenue as well as an increase in payments from the City both for lessons and the
Senior Games.
Cash balances at this point are slightly up from previous years. We had a one-time expense of approximately
$5000 for the 100th anniversary event. Wage expenses were higher in 2022, as instructional rates for our staff
were increased.
Fundraising proceeds from the membership raffle and BBQ were approximately $2000 (some expense receipts
still to come).
Members are always welcome and encouraged to volunteer time and knowledge to assist board members to
improve the quality of our club, to everyone’s benefit. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
me by email at treasurer@quakerparktennis.ca.
LADIES’ LEAGUE – MARGARET STEFFLER / DENISE KOURI
Ladies League doubles play began Wednesday, May 9 and ran for 22 weeks. Scheduled matches took place on
Monday and Friday mornings. Traditional drop-in matches were on Wednesday mornings at the beginning of
the season but were converted to the more popular scheduled match format by August.
36 players participated in league play, including returning and some new members. This number was slightly
up from last year. The fee to join was $10 to help offset the cost of new balls and social activities.
This was our first year as co-captains and we appreciate the many people who helped us run the league and
make the games enjoyable for the players. Marg Tough and Laurie Fulcher were very helpful in transitioning
co-captain responsibilities to us. Denise McLean was our treasurer. Marg Hughes, Shirley Bacigalupo and

Lynda Moher arranged a Red & White Tournament in July and other social activities. Ted Lucas and Jared
Thomas did an excellent job of maintaining the courts for us. Thank you to the players for your good
sportsmanship on the courts.
We look forward to seeing everyone back on the courts in 2023!
ladiesleague@quakerparktennis.ca
MENS LEAGUE – JOHN CURLEY/ANDY KULIK
This was again a busy year for the men's league. We had 46 players and about 500 hours of court time, a 25%
increase on last year. We played our usual Tuesday and Thursday time slots from early May through October
in five sessions, with games scheduled among teams arranged according to skill levels and experience. Many
thanks to Ted and his crew for all the work on our behalf.
We plan to have our traditional end of season BBQ on Wednesday October 12, hosted by Dan Mitchell (Thanks
Dan!). The pandemic prevented this for a couple of years. It's great to be getting back to normal.
We encourage our guys to come out for the club closing to help with nets and windscreens again. As we head
our separate ways over the winter we hope you all keep active and healthy.
John Curley, 745-9490, jpcurley@gmail.com
Arthur Herold, 536-0035, herold@nexicom.net
Andy Kulik, 748-6111, aakmps@gmail.com

JUNIOR PROGRAMS – BILL DEVITT
The spring/summer programs were very successful with most full. The fall after school programs are now
starting.
The June Friday night try tennis program was very successful. We had 35 kids in this program. Many of these
kids were referred from the New Canadians Centre and the city. We would like to continue this program next
year with possibly extending the Friday night program (junior league or social) into the summer and fall. I will
be discussing this program (especially maximum numbers) with the manager and tennis staff over the next
couple of months so we can get details into the city for their spring/summer brochure. Having the city do
registration is very important for our staff. At least one of the kids from the Friday night program participated
in the summer program. This is very encouraging. A big thanks to Rachel and her kids and all others who
helped make this program such a success. I will ask members to continue bringing used racquets in for this
program next year for those kids who don’t have a racquet.
The ACES practiced together and hopefully will be able to participate in the Metro Toronto intercounty league
next year. Contact Andrew for information about the 2023 season at aszilagyi2000@yahoo.ca or 705-5593742. Some juniors are playing in the social on Tuesday night and even playing in the Wed night doubles.
A big thanks to Ted, Robert, Andrew, and Jared for all their hard work. It has been a great spring and
summer/fall junior season. The feedback from parents has been very positive. Check out the City of
Peterborough website for information on future programs.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT – SANDRA & JOHN MEKITIAK
We were able to hold three tournaments this year (men’s and women’s doubles, men’s and women’s singles,
and mixed doubles). Unfortunately, the Zoomers Tournament had to be cancelled because of the 100 th
anniversary celebrations. The tournaments were well attended, and in most cases, the weather cooperated.
Some excellent tennis was played and a joy to watch.
2022 Winners
Men’s Doubles
A Division – Abhiskek Udawat & Jim Bischoff
B Division – Garnet Greatrix & Simon Terry
C Division – Patrick Henry & Lorne Martin
Men’s Singles
A Division – Andrew Hoyt
B Division – Jared Thomas
C Division – Jim Wasson

D Division – Jeremy Campbell
E Division – Peter Bronson

Women’s Singles
A Division – Ania Gabrychowicz
B Division – Judy Mitchel
C Division – Laura Sevostyanova
Mixed Doubles
A Division – Jim Bischoff & Jane Rosborough
B Division – Jared Thomas & Kristy Wasson
C Division - Laura Sevostyanova & Dmitriy Sevostyanov
D Division – Tracy McCabe & Gerry Itong
We would like to say thank you to all the participants, volunteers, and club staff for making our tournaments a
huge success. I would like to take this time to introduce Rachel Bronson who will be your new tournament
director. We trust you will give Rachel Bronson the same support that you have given us.

ONTARIO +55 GAMES
This year, Quaker Park Tennis Club hosted both the Ontario +55 District Summer Games and the Ontario +55
Provincial Summer Games. Our club had an excellent showing with several teams competing for medals. Our
club secured the following medals:
Men’s Over 65 – Gold Medal – Forge Hamu and Jim Wasson
Mixed Over 65 – Gold Medal – Cecily Parker and Bob Stevens
Women Over 55 – Silver Medal – Rachel Bronson and Judy Mitchell
Men’s Over 55 – Silver Medal – Jim Bischoff and Wayne Eddington

Congratulations to all our winners. Our gold medal winners are invited to represent Ontario in the 2024
national games.

SOCIAL REPORT – RACHEL BRONSON
Our Spring Social following the Centennial celebration on June 4 was a great turn out. As part of our
centennial celebration, our monthly swag draw winners are:
June – Hugh Aldis
July – Lynda Neck
August – Gene Moher
September – Duke Nguyen
The social games at the recent BBQ were also popular and allowed many members to mix and meet new
members.
Our last social event was at the Peterborough Axe Throwing Club on October 1 at 3:00pm to 5:00pm. Funds
raised will support our juniors’ program.
Thank you for the many volunteers who have come in and assisted in all our events! The club wouldn’t have
withstood its trials and successes the past 100 years without the dedication of its members and volunteers.
I wish everyone a great winter and I look forward to seeing you all next season!
FUNDRAISING
The barbecue fundraiser was very popular. We capped it at 60 tickets to ensure everyone got a chance to play,
and we sold out. Some members generously bought tickets even though they could not attend. We plan to run
the barbecue again next year. Ticket sales raised $1420 and costs were $484, leaving a profit of $936. Huge
thanks to everyone who helped: Chris Dummitt, Finn, Bertie, Arthur, Julie Stark, Rachel Bronson, Ted Lucas,
the emergency barbecuers and burger drivers, and everyone who helped with set-up and take-down.
We are looking for a volunteer to service the two club barbecues in April/May 2023. If you are able to help,
please let Ted know.
There is a tentative plan to sell QPTC hoodies at the beginning of the 2023 season.
For next year we would like to run three or four fundraising events that could each be handled by a volunteer
team. Do you have a fundraising idea we should consider? Would you be interested in running the spring plant
or bake sales? Please contact an Executive member.

PETERBOROUGH TENNIS COURT SURVEY
The City of Peterborough is completing a needs assessment for a number of outdoor sports in Peterborough,
in relation to our Outdoor Parks and Open Space Project. Tennis is one of our main focuses and we are seeking
information from both individuals and associations (formally organized as well as informal groups who play
together).
Please provide feedback at Tennis – Organization Survey or Tennis Survey for Individuals. Please forward these
surveys on to anyone who would like to provide feedback.
The surveys close on October 15, 2022.

OTHER NEWS
Many players appreciated the indoor water cooler (with good tasting water) that member Rick Morrison
provided. Thank you Rick for your generosity (once again).
Don’t forget that Ted represents Wilson and has some apparel for sale in the club house while the twins are
representatives for Head clothing and racquets, and New Balance shoes. Please support our staff whenever
you are able.
Consider how you can help your club. We still need volunteers willing to help on the Executive in various roles.
Lots of support can be provided!

